THE  AMERICAN  SLAVETRADE. 


'  Much  indignation  has  been  excited  by  the  developements  which  the  recent  capture  of  the  American 
J%vcr  “  Pons”  has  made  of  the  horrors  of  the  foreign  slave  trade.  This  is  all  very  well.  Let  it  be 
^^rne  in  mind,  however,  that  precisely  the  same  traffic — differing  in  none  of  its  essential  features  and 
iharacterised  if  not  by  all,  by  most  of  theinherent  barbarities  of  the  African  trade — is  carried  on  as  a  regular 
ind  legitimate  branch  of  commerce  in  fifteen  out  of  the  twenty-eight  States  of  our  own  boasted  repub- 
ic.  Let  it  be  borne  in  mind  that  we  have  an  American  as  well  as  an  African  slave  trade,  and  that  the 
ihief  seat  of  this  trade  is  the  District  of  Columbia,  our  national  ten  miles  square,  and  that  the  city  of 


IVashington  is  its  special  emporium.  » 

Yes,  in  the  very  metropolis  of  our  country,  and  within  a  few  paces  of  the  capitol,  over  which  proudly 
h)als  the  stars  and  stripes  of  our  national  banner,  are  located  the  factories  or  slave-prisons  ot  regular 
lealers  in  human  flesh.  For  the  consideration  of  $400  paid  to  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
holding  its  charter  direct  from  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  any  man  that  is  base  enough 
;an  take  out  a  license  to  carry  on  to  any  extent  the  cursed  traffic  in  human  bones  and  sinews.  The 
,ame  is  true  of  Alexandria  and  Georgetown,  the  other  cities  of  our  national  domain.  Accordingly  in 
dl  these  places  slave  factories  have  been  established,  and  for  the  last  25  years  particularly,  a  trade  has 
leen  carried  on  with  the  South  and  South-west  rivalling  in  atrocity  if  not  in  extent  that  which  exists 
-etween  Africa  and  Brazil,  and  which  oar  government  denounces  as  piracy,  deserving  the  punish¬ 


ment  of  death. 

ft  is  the  practice  of  the  slave-traders  in  the  cities  mentioned,  to  buy  up  their  human  merchandise  from  the 
leighbouring  States  of  ^laryland,  \  irginia,  and  Jsorth  Carolina,  and  to  incarcerate  them  in  their  prisons 
intil  a  number  sufficient  for  the  purpose  has  been  procured;  then  to  transport  them  either  by 
hip  around  the  coast,  or  in  coffles  across  the  country  to  the  Southern  or  South-western  market.  On 
heir  arrival  there,  they  are  either  sold  at  private  sale,  or  put  upon  the  auction  block  and  knocked 
lown  by  the  auctioneer  to  the  highest  bidder,  ««  either^  singly,”  to  use  the  cold-blooded  phrase  of  their 
idvertisements,  “  or  in  lots  to  suit  purchasers.” 

Notorious  as  these  facts  are  to  those  whose  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  subject,  the  great  mass 
»f  the  people,  owing  to  the  culpable  unwillingness  of  any  other  than  anti-slavery  papers  to  give  them 
jublicity,  are  in  verv  great  ignorance  of  their  existence.  M  ere  it  not  so,  the  people  would  rise  in 
ueir  might  and  demand,  with  a  voice  that  could  not  be  resisted,  that  a  traffic  so  inhuman  and  fiendish 
ibouldat  once  and  forever  cease.  Believing  this,  and  ^with  a  view  to  an  end  so  desirable,  we  send  forth 
jjis  publication;  and  in  it  we  shall  not  content  ourselves  with  mere  general  statements,  which  to  some 
Bight  seem  incredible,  but  shall  give  specific  and  statistical  facts,  vouched  for  by  authority  which  no 
me  can  gainsay  or  resist. 

And  first  we  shall  quote  an  extract  from  ‘‘Jay’s  Inquiry,”  a  book  written  in  1840,  by  the  Hon.  Wm. 
av,  of  New  York,  son  of  the  eminent  John  Jay  of  revolutionary  memory.  Mr.  Jay,  in  the  chapter 
rom  which  we  quote,  was  showing  the  extent  of  slavery  and  the  slave  trade  under  Congress,  and  in  so 
loing  had  occasion  to  cite  the  authority  of  Charles  Miner  of  this  State,  formerly  a  member  of  the  House 


)f  Representatives  at  Washington.  He  says: 

In  1829,  Mr.  Miner,  a  member  from  Pennsylvania,  introduced  a  resolution  for  the  gradual  abo- 
ition  of  slavery  in  the  District.  In  his  speech  in  support  of  this  resolution,  many  appalling  facts 
vere  disclosed.  It  appeared,  that  in  the  last  five  years,  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  colored  per- 
>ons  had  been  committed  to  the  public  prison  of  the  city  of  Washington.  And  were  these  per¬ 
sons  accused  or  convicted  of  crime?  Not  one.  Four  hundred  and  fifty-two  were  lodged 
i»v  THE  United  States  Prison  by  slave  traders,  for  safe  keeping  pprOR  to  exportation. 
i-'lie  residue  were  imprisoned  on  suspicion,  real  or  affected,  of  being  fuEftive  slaves  ;  and  if  not 
daimed  as  such,  were,  by  authority  of  Congress,  to  be  sold  as  slaves  fo^’^tf^,  to  raise  money  to  pay 

Itheir  jail  fees.  ,  r  i  vt  j  i  • 

i  Such  are  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  prison  in  the  Capital  of  Republic;  and  let  it 

;)e  recollected,  that  there  are  other  prisons  besides  this  in  the  Astrict  ot  Columbia, 
i  Of  the  practical  operation  of  a  system  sanctioned  by  the*^'^®  Congress,  take  the  following 

>ample:  ,  i  i  j  , 

I  Visiting  the  prison,”  savs  Mr,  IMiner,  “  and  pa^^P?  through  the  avenues  that  lead  to  the 

jells,  I  was  struck  with  the  appearance  of  a  woma*"’  having  three  or  four  children  with  her  one 
jjt  the  breast.  •  She  presented  such  an  aspect  of  ^hat  I  could  not  help  enquiring  her  story.  It 
vas  simply  this  :  she  was  a  slave,  but  had  married  a  man  who  was  free.  By  him  she  had  eight 
i»r  nine  children.  Moved  by  natural  affect^'^»  ^he  father  labored  to  support  the  children;  but  as 
they  attained  an  age  to  be  valuable  in  market,  perhaps  ten  or  tw’elve,  the  master  sold  them. 


One  aflet  another  was  taken  away  and  sold  to  the  slave  dealers.  She  had  now  come  to  an  aoe 
be  no  longer  profitah  e  as  a  breeder,  and  her  master  had  separated  her  from  her  husband,  and 
the  aissocutions  of  life,  and  sent  her  and  her  children  to  yonr  prison  for  sale.”  * 

Mr.  Miner  thus  speaks  of  the  Ameiican  slave  trade,  as  carried  on  in  the  District 
“  I'he  slave  trade,  as  it  exists  and  is  carried  on  here,  is  marked  by  instances  of  injustice  a 
cruelty  scarcely  exceeded  on  the  coast  of  Africa.  It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  it  is  a  me're  purche 
and  sale  ackn^ledged  slaves.  The  District  is  full  of  complaints  on  the  subject,  and  the  e 
IS  increasing.  So  lorig  ago  as  1802,  the  extent  and  cruelty  of  the  traffic,  produced  from  a  gra 

jury,  a  Alexandria  a  presentment  so  clear,  so  strong,  and  so  feelingly  drawn,  that  1  shall  ma 
no  apoloay  for  reading  It  to  Ihe  House.”  nj  >  ai,  x  suan  uid 

Mr.  Miner  then  read  the  following: 

“  We  the  grand  jury,  for  the  body  of  the  county  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columb 
fhTn-*  practice  of  persons  coming  from  distant  parts  of  the  United  States  ii 

this  District,  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  slaves,  where  they  exhibit  to  our  view  a  scene 


wretchedness  and  human  degradation,  disgraceful  to  our  characters  as  citizens  of  a  free  ffovei 

these  dealers  in  the  persons  of  our  fellow  men,  collect  within  this  D 


A  •  r  •  .  -  ---  -  wui  jcjluyv  iiicrii.  uulitJCl  wllnin  thIQ  I 

trici  from  various  parts,  numbers  of  those  victims  of  slavery,  and  lodge  them  in  some  place 
confinement  until  they  have  completed  their  numbers.  They  are  then  turned  out  in  our  sTe, 
and  exposed  to  view  loaded  with  chains  as  though  they  had  committed  some  heinous  offer 
apinst  our  aws.  We  consider  it  a  grievance  that  citizens  from  distant  parts  of  the  Unit 
Slates  should  be  permitted  to  come  within  this  District,  and  pursue  a  traffic  fraught  with  so  rau 
misery  to  a  class  of  beings  enmied  to  our  protection  by  the  laws  of  jiisiioe  and  humanity  •  ai 
that  the  interposition  of  civil  auihority  cannot  be  had  to  prevent  parents  being  wrested  fro?n’th 
offspring,  and  children  from  their  parents,  without  respect  to  the  lies  of  nature.  We  consu 
these  grievances  demanding  legislative  redress”— that  is,  redress  by  Contrress 

iniquities  of  the  traffic.  Mr.  Miner  informed  the  House  of 


'1'!=  previous  Session  of  Congress.  A  free  colored”  mL° 


thn-fe/  '"‘lustl'y.  he  had,  in  the  course  of* some  yea”rs”Vurchasi 

hon!  tenantress  h1  ”wiffi  fTwu  Ws  mtnr/fonnd  h 

noiKe  tenantless.  H  s  wife  and  children  were  missing.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  thev  h- 

been  kidnapped  by  slave  dealers,  and  confined  in  a  pHvate  slave  prison,  n  AbVapdria  fro 
IdThe  faffier  forever  lost  to  the  hnsbm 


siave^dealers  about^rhe  s  ^  f  ?  oontimed  Mr.  Miner,  ”  who  was  in  the  hands  of  tl 

»v.  L„„!i  !:  f  ““V  ^  >'‘'<1  his  hand  on  a  block,  and  with  i 

not  be tle3  hL'e  ”  ”  ^  “'ink  it  shou 

£rrel^”in”'l834°*The'f  n  «o"<ii‘ioi>  of  the  slave  trade  under  the  protection  of  Coi 

gress  in  1834.  The  following  advertisements  are  all  taken  from  the  same  sheet  minted  a  fe 
months  since  at  the  capital  of  the  American  Republic  :  ’  ^ 

Negroes.— We  will  give  cash  for  two  hundred  likely  young  negroi 

ust  ctirs  we  w'i  ®f  “'®''  "’0“  ‘0®gi, 

hereafter  comrinm  tlfis''ma'f  r  ‘’iT  “'I'"  ®“'®''  P“'®''asers  who  are  now,  or  ma 

he  fnn,fd  ^  markeft  All  communications  will  meet  attention.  We  can  at  ail  timi 

Washington,  D  ^  immediately  south  of  the  Centre  Market-hous 

Septei^ierh:  im.  Joseph  W.  Nxal  &  Co. 


call  ^as  we  ^U  *®  ‘“"P®*®  "f- will  find  it  to  their  interest  ti  give  us 

after  come  into  Ihfs  ma^rfet?  ®“‘®’'  P“'-®''aser,  who  is  now  or  may  her 

Alexandria^  tSepternber  1st,  lb'J4. 


Franklin,  Armfield  &  Co.” 


“  Cash  FOR  One  Hundred  Negrosc,  1v,„i  j-  u  al 

of  age.  Persons  having  likely  servar*T„''if'""  5'®“’  ‘"'®'''®  .‘®  ‘weniy-five  yeai 

call,  as  we  will  give  higher  prices  in  casi.,h  ®P°®®  ®,^’  "■  ie  iheir  interest  to  give  us 

We  can  at  all  times  be  found  at  Isaac  P"'®'j®®®'  "ij®  is  new  in  ihis  city. 

site  Centre  Market.  Washington  city  All  col  ''®i“w  ^'7“*  ®  ‘nvern,  oppt 

September  1st,  1834.  ®®'‘'numcations  promptly  attended  to. 

Birch  &  Jones.” 


Thus  we  find  cash  offered  for  seven  hundred  s1avp<?  *  s*  •  .1  t^-  .  • 

" '  w;  c"ain,isXrnfoten^ 


PiPKFTS _ Brio- Tribune,  Captain  Smith,  and  Brig  Uncas, 

“  f  in'sTsr  tTl  ^esle  Ihei.  esalar  trips  on  the  20th  of  OcWbet:  one  of  which  will  leave 

rnCt  ev  fays Thro., ghour  the  shfpping  season.  They  are  vessels  of  the  first  class, 

IS  port  eveiy  y^j  ^  _ i  ..-n  .irtvoo  «r.  nn  thp  Mississinni  bv  slean 


'‘TTderbVeTpLienced  times  go  up  the  Mississippi  by  steam  and 

Uy  exertion  used  to  prontote  the  interests  of  shippers  and  comfort  “ 

le  Captairis  on  board,  or  to 
Jllexandria,  September  1st.  ‘ 


5» 


Most  ftrievously  disappointed  and  astonished  would  anynorthern  gentlemen  be,  who  had  taken 
aLa'eirone  of  these  Alexandria  and  New  Orleans  packets,  on  finding  himself  on  board  of  a 


Fr"om  a  letter  of  the  23d  of  January,  1834,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leavitt  and  published  in  New 
'<irk  it  annears  that  he  visited  the  Slave-Factory  of  Franklin  &  Armfield  at  Alexandria,  and  was 
informed^by  one  of  the  Principals,  that  the  number  of  slaves  carried  from  the  l^istrict  last  year, 
as  about  one  thousand,  but  it  would  be  much  greater  this  year.  He  expected  their  house  alone 
f!uld  ship  at  least  eleven  or  twelve  hundred.  They  have  two  vessels  of  their 
rnploved  in  carrying  slaves  to  New  Orleans.”  One  of  the  vessels  being  in  port,  i\lr.  Leavi  t 
ent  on  board  of  Lr!  “  Her  name  is  the  Tribune.  The  Captain  very  obligingly  took  us  to  a  1 
arts  of  the  vessel.  The  hold  is  appropriated  to  the  slaves,  and  is  divided  into  two  apartmems. 
’he  after  hold  will  carry  about  eighty  women,  and  the  other  about  one  hundred  men.  On  either 
ide  were  platforml  running  the  whole  length  ;  one  raised  a  few  inches,  and  the  other  half 
ray  up  to  the  d^ecl^  They  were  about  five  or  six  ieet  deep.  On  these  the  slaves  he,  as  close  a 

'inTsSH  re^Brlg  Comet,  a  slaver,  belonging  to  this  very  house,  and  which 

Jexandria  with  a  cargo  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  slaves  was  wrecked  on  Abaco,  one  of  the  Ba- 

^Bu^this  vile  commerce  is  carried  on  by  land  as  well  as  by  water.  Slave-coffles  are  formed  at 

.le  prisons  in  the  District,  and  thence  set  off  on  their  dreary  journey  into  Hitenoj, 

hains.  A  gentleman  thus  describes  a  coffle  he  met  on  the  road  m  Kentu^c-ky.  1 

bout  forty  black  men  all  chained  together  in  the  following  manner  :-each  of 

uffed,  and  they  were  arranged  in  rank  and  file.  A  chain,  perhaps  forty  feet  oii^^,  _ 

etween  the  two  ranks,  to  which  short  chains  were  joined,  which  connected  with  the  hand-cu  b. 

Behind  them  were,  I  suppose  thirty  women  in  double  rank;  the  couples  tied  hand  to  hana. 

rLese  coffles  pass  the  very  capifol  in  which  are  assembled  the  Legislators  by  when  hey  are 
.dthorized,  and  over  whose  heads  is  floating  the  broad  banner  of  the  RepubliCj  too  ju  y, 
n  such  instances,  described  by  an  English  satirist  as 


“  The  fustian  flag  that  proudly  waves, 

In  splendid  mockery  o’er  a  laud  ot  slaves.” 


In  addition  to  the  above  we  quote  other  testimony,  the  validity  of  which  will  not  he  questioned.. 

t  is  the  testimony  of  Southern  men  and  Southern  papers. 

Says  Niles  (Baltimore)  Register,  vol.  35,  p.  4,  “  dealing  in  slaves  has  become  a  large  busi- 
ess— establishments  are  made  in  several  places  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  at 
'ke  caitle.  These  places  of  deposite  are  strongly  built,  and  well  supplied  with  ^thumb-sere 
nd  o-ao-s,  and  ornamented  with  covv-skins  and  other  whips,  oftentimes  bloody. 

The  Maryville  (Teun.)  Intelligencer,  of  October  4th,  1834,  speaking  of  these  droves  of  human 
attle  remarks  :  They  are  driven  with  heavy  galling  chains  riveted  upon  tliere  persons,  their 
lacks  lacerated  with  the  knotted  whip,  travelling  to  a  region  where  there  condition  through  tune 
vill  be  second  only  to  the  wretched  creatures  in  hell  ;  this  depicting  is  not  visionary,  would  o 

"^The^New^Odeans  Courier,  of  February  15,  1845,  says:  We  think  it  would  require  some 
Casuistry  to  show  that  the  present  slave-trade  from  Virginia  is  a  whit  belter  than  the  one  Irom 

^ f^ri c cL  ^ ^ 

Professor  Andrews,  of  North  Carolina,  says :  “  I  asked  a  slave-dealer  if  ho  often  bought  the 
vife  without  the  husband  I  Oh,  yes,  often^  and  frequently  too,  they  sell  me  the  mother,  w  i  e 
hey  keep  her  children.  I  have  often  known  them  to  take  away  the  infant  from  its  mother's  areas  , 
ind  keep  it  while  they  sold  her.  An  advertisment  in  the  Georgia  Journal,  January  2,  1838,  desen  - 
ng  the  property  of  Gabriel  Gunn,  to  be  sold,  mentions  one  child  named  James-,  about  eignt 

“  This  traffic,”  says  a  late  writer  in  the  columns  of  the  New  Jersy  State  Gazette,  “  is  followed 
jy  some  of  the  most  respectable  citizens  of  the  South.  Mr.  Erwin,  (son-in-law  of  a  statesman 
who  has  been  several  times  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency,  and  brother  to  J.  P.  Erwin,  once 
Vlayor  of  Nashville,)  laid  the  foundation  of  a  princely  fortune  by  this  domestic  trade,  and  the 
ion.  E.  Hitchcock,  since  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Alabama,  was  intereste 


his  drov. 

first  faT.iiies  in  the  State,  and  r  ife  belongs  to  one  of 

testimony,  that  the  professors  ofrelioion,  of  nearlv  all  ^huni 

business,  to  an  extent  unknown.  “  ^  ’*  denominations, are  engaged  in  this  nefar 

BetvvTen‘’um  yfars  I's'lT  ^^’1837^^  fefiod‘“of  “"“P' 

Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Marvhnd  to  the  ‘^hen  1 

the  Rev,  Dr.  Graham,  of  North  0^^^  and  in  ISvT  to  ihe  stateme, 

men  in  Virginia,  that  120,000  slaves  were  exnorted^^from'thft'’s!',T^If‘^ 

months.  About  two-thirds  of  the.se  accomnaiiied  their  on^  *  Slste  during  the  preceding  tw. 

one-third  were  sold  at  an  average  ofVfionXh  »ho  removed;  the  remair 

slave-trade  poured  into  Virglfia  inrtrjear  . ,71^36 

telliaencer,  “60,000  slaves  passed  throufrh’a  little  ^  (Tennessee) 

market,  and  in  the  same  year  ^four  Stams  iranorieH  !>nrnm"i‘°"'"r“'‘  *"  ‘he  SoutI 

a  committee  appointed  by  the  citizens  of  M^Me  r  4 To’  a  ,  ‘h"  North.”-I„  183': 

distress  so  prevalent,  reported  that  betweeifl833  and  ■|V3V"a  Lh!  f’®  P®''"’'' 

Northern  slave  States  $10,000  000  worth  of  ^  ^^37,  Alabama  alone  imported  from 

cr2rs:ftt:r:“ 

the  equally  accursed  traffic  and  more  cnlncKi  indignant  nature  will  be  heard 

a  share  of  your  denunciations.  And  see  too  tharvTuTo"^  o^’jour  own  country,  come  in 

the  abominations  of  this  hateful  commerce  both  forei!  suppoi 

ports  the  slave-trade.  Demand  regulates  supply  A  -  1^"  th  supports  slavery  s 

kept  up  ;  and  so  long  as  slavery  eLtt  Z;:  0^ 

ri:s3::r.'T  you'zzthr ^ 

pro-slavery  men  for  the  Lecutive  and  I  e  ^^1  ^  support  of  slaveholders  , 

ly  Christian  church  which  admits  slaveholders  ^11!  country  1  Do  you  belong  to  a  profess 

ny  at  its  meetings  and  elsewhere  against  tlZe 

either  directly  or  bv  nroxv  (r»  the  r.  i  ^  ycu  consent  to  swear  allegian 

fugilive  slavnc^hTod^ug  down”  sraviT“r"T‘f  “> 

mentation  oflhree-fiflhsof  his  victims  on  the  flofrof  ConvresrZT'f'^  a  rep 

inquiries  ?  If  yea,  then  are  you  supporting  slavery  and  by  that  .7  “ 

profess  to  execrate  P  °  l/>  ^  d  ihat  fact  sustaining  the  very  trade  y 

But  perhaps  you  are  upholding  the  iniquity  still  more  directlv  Thrx  i  i  i  i  . 

seat  in  a  district  which  is  .  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  Con  T  «lave-trade  has  its  ch 

States,  and  may  be  abolished  under  the  power  given  to  Con^rss.  P  ^ 

Congress  exercise  this  power]  Simply  because  the  nennl  J  the  Constitution.  Why  does  r 

the  free  States— who  are  the  majority— do  not  DPiitio  ^  ^ri  °  demand  it;  because  the  citizens 

their  servants,  the  Senators  and  Representatives  a^t  WaZZtonZh  'I 

cease.  hington,  their  will  that  the  abomination  shou 

Reader,  do  you  feel  that  you  have  been  guilty  in  this  matter -r  Th«n  c  ... 

form  your  mind  fully  as  to  the  nature  and  extefit  of  the  evil  and  lift  .  “  y°"r  inaction-., 

ever  you  go,  bear  your  testimony  against  the  foul  system  in  sillTh  ^  T  “•  ^he 

tXdtzr  fiestmction^nrfZr  "rXc it 

streirwTriii  k::dZrtLt„r;ipti:t  ::Li  m  tef  °®r’ 


(J^ln  the  window  of  the  office  is  exhibited  a  mn=f  ^  u- 
don  at  a  heavy  expense  from  a  na'  f  a  i.  picture  of  the  slave-trade,  engraved  in  Lc 

rorm  some  z:::!:z^iZrZ7z  rirptre?”'- 

Other  tracts  of  this  series  can  be  had  2‘ratis  at  fh«.  Ac-  ^ 

a  gratis  at  the  AjfTi-SxAyEBr  Oefice,  No.  31  North  5th  strei 
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THE  BRANDED  HAND. 

) 


Walker  resided  in  Florida  with  his  family  from  1836  until  1841.  He 
then  removed  to  Massachusetts  because  he  would  not  bring  up  his  chil¬ 
dren  among  the  poisonous  influences  of  slavery.  While  in  Florida,  the 
colored  people  whom  he  employed  were  treated  as  equals  in  his  family, 
much  to  the  chagrin  of  the  slaveholders  of  that  region.  In  1844  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Pensacola  in  his  own  vessel.  When  leaving,  seven  of  the  slaves 
who  had  in  former  years  been  in  his  employ,  and  were  members  of  the 
church  with  which  he  communed,  begged  to  go  with  him.  He  consented. 
When  out  fourteen  days,  a  Southern  sloop  fell  in  with  and  seized  them. 
Prostrated  by  sickness,  he  was  confined  in  a  dungeon,  chained  on  a  damp 
floor  without  table,  bed  or  chair.  He  was  in  the  pillory  for  an  hour,  pelt- 
^  ed  with  rotten  eggs,  branded  S.  S. — slave  stealer — in  the  palm  of  his  right 
hand,  by  Ebenezer  Dorr,  United  States  Marshal,  fined  ^150,  and  im¬ 
prisoned  eleven  months. 

THE  BRANDED  HAND. 

BY  JOHN  G.  WHITTIER. 


Welcome  home  again,  brave  seaman  !  with  thy  thoughtful  brow  and  gray, 
And  the  old  heroic  spirit  of  our  earlier,  better  day — 

With  that  front  of  calm  endurance,  on  whose  steady  nerve,  in  vain 
Pressed  the  iron  of  the  prison,  smote  the  fiery  shafts  of  pain  ! 

Is  the  tyrant’s  brand  upon  thee  ?  Did  the  brutal  cravens  aim 
To  make  God’s  truth  thy  falsehood,  His  holiest  work  thy  shame  ? 

When,  all  blood-quenched,  from  the  torture  the  iron  was  withdrawn. 

How  laughed  their  evil  angel  the  baffled  fools  to  scorn! 

They  change  to  wrong,  the  duty  which  God  hath  written  out 
On  the  great  heart  of  humanity  too  legible  for  doubt ! 

They,  the  loathsome  moral  lepers,  blotched  from  foot-sole  up  to  crown, 
Give  to  shame  what  God  hath  given  unto  honor  and  renown  ! 

Why,  that  brand  is  highest  honor  ! — than  its  traces  never  yet 
Upon  old  armorial  hatchments  was  a  prouder  blazon  set ; 

And  thy  unborn  generations,  as  they  crowd  our  rocky  strand. 

Shall  tell  with  pride  the  story  of  their  father’s  branded  hand! 


As  the  templar,  home  was  welcomed,  bearing  back  from  Syrian  wars 
The  scars  of  Arab  lances,  and  of  Paynim  scimetars. 

The  pallor  of  the  prison  and  the  shackle’s  crimson  span. 

So  we  meet  thee,  so  we  greet  thee,  truest  friend  of  God  and  man! 

He  suffered  for  the  ransom  of  the  dear  Redeemer’s  grave,  , 

Thou  for  His  living  presence  in  the  bound  and  bleeding  slave  ; 

He  for  a  soil  no  longer  by  the  feet  of  angels  trod, 

Thou  for  the  true  Shechinah,  the  present  home  of  God! 

For,  while  the  jurist  sitting  with  the  slave-whip  o’er  him  swung. 

From  the  tortured  truths  of  freedom  the  lie  of  slavery  wrung. 

And  the  solemn  priest  to  Moloch,  on  each  God-deserted  shrine, 

Broke  the  bondman’s  heart  for  bread,  poured  the  bondman’s  blood  for  wine 

While  the  multitude  in  blindness  to  a  far  off’ Saviour  knelt. 

And  spurned,  the  while,  the  temple  where  a  present  Saviour  dwelt ; 

Thou  beheld’st  Him  in  the  lask-field,  in  the  prison  shadows  dim. 

And  tliy  mercy  to  the  bondman,  it  was  mercy  unto  Him ! 

In  thy  lone  and  long  night  watches,  sky  above  and  wave  below. 

Thou  did’st  learn  a  higher  wisdom  than  the  babbling  school-men  know ; 
God’s  stars  and  silence  taught  thee  as  His  angels  only  can. 

That,  the  one,  sole  sacred  thing  beneath  the  cope  of  heaven  is  MAN! 

That  he,  who  treads  profanely  on  the  scrolls  of  law  and  creed. 

In  the  depth  of  God’s  great  goodness  may  find  mercy  in  his  need ; 

But  wo  to  him  who  crushes  the  SOUL  with  chain  and  rod 
And  herds  with  lower  natures  the  awful  form  of  God! 

Then  lift  that  manly  right  hand,  bold  ploughman  of  the  wave  ! 

Its  branded  palm  shall  prophecy,  ‘‘Salvation  to  the  Slave!” 

Hold  up  its  fire-wrought  language,  that  whoso  reads  may  feel 
His  heart  swell  strong  within  him,  his  sinews  change  to  steel. 

Hold  it  up  before  our  sunshine,  up  against  our  Northern  air — 

Ho  !  men  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  love  of  God  look  there  ! 

Take  it  henceforth  for  your  standard — like  the  Bruce’s  heart  of  yore. 

In  the  dark  strife  closing  round  ye,  let  that  hand  be  seen  before ! 

And  the  tyrants  of  the  slave  land  shall  tremble  at  that  sign, 

When  it  points  its  finger  Southward  along  the  Puritan  line: 

Wo  to  the  State-gorged  leeches,  and  the  church’s  locust  band. 

When  they  look  from  slavery’s  ramparts  on  the  coming  of  that  hand ! 

Jonathan  Walker  is  now  free,  and  will  be  in  Philadelphia  at  the  time  of 
the  Fair.  A  public  meeting  will  be  called  which  he  has  consented  to  ad¬ 
dress.  His  history  is  deeply  interesting.  It  is  published  in  a  book  of  119 
pages,  and  for  sale,  price  25  cts.  at  the  Anti-Slavery  Office,  3l  North  Fifth  St. 
As  he  is  not  expected  to  remain  long  with  us,  those  who  wish  to  see  his 
BRANDED  HAND  and  to  hear  the  tale  of  his  wrongs  and  persecutions,  ought 
to  be  in  the  city  at  the  time.  Rememher  the  18M,  \9th  and  20th  days,  of 
December  !  Let  them  be  devoted  to  the  slave  whether  you  come  to  the 
city  or  not. 


LINES, 

by  JAMES  RUSSELL  LOWELL, 

On  reading  of  the  Capture  of  certain  Fugitive  Staves  near  Washington. 

The  following  spirit-stirring  lines  were  elicited  by  one  of  those  deeply 
interesting,  but  too  soon  forgotten,  events  which  must  sometimes  occur  in 
a  country  where  one  portion  of  the  inhabitants  holds  another  portion  in  a 
state  of  bondage.  A  party  of  about  seventy  slaves,  burning  \yith  the  love 
of  liberty,  that  boast  of  Americans,  made  a  bold  effort  to  obtain  their  free¬ 
dom,  by  escaping  from  their  masters.  Not  having  been  blessed,  probably, 
*  with  the  example  of  many  practical  exhibitions  of  Christianity,  nor  having 
breathed  an  atmosphere  of  love  and  good  will  to  man,  and  having  doubt¬ 
less,  often  heard  glowing  expressions  ol  the  sentiment  that  it  is  a  “glorious 
thing  to  fight  for  one’s  liberty,”  it  is  not  greatly  to  be  wondered  at,  that 
they  armed  themselves  to  resist  any  efforts  which  might  be  made  to  recap¬ 
ture  them.  As  might  have  been  anticipated,  their  attempt  proved  a  failure. 
A  few,  indeed,  escaped,  but  the  greater  part  were  retaken,  or  murdered  in 
the  contest  with  their  pursuers.  It  is  passing  strange  that  such  deeds,  done 
in  the  nineteenth  centur}^,  in  a  land  which  calls  itself  ••  Christian^^  and 
boasts  of  being  the  freest  nation  on  earth,  do  not  awaken  the  people  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  character  of  their  institutions.  The  rights  of  these  nien 
were  not  cloven  down  by  a  mob,  in  the  violation  of  our  laws  and  constitu¬ 
tion,  but  in  accordance  with  them.  Every  foot  of  this  broad  land,  pro- 
tectedhy  our  Federal  Constitution,  is  the  slaveholder’s  hunting  ground,  and 
upon  it,  with  that  parchment  in  his  hand,  for  his  warrant,  may  he  seize  and 
re-enslave  his  trembling  victim.  When  will  the  fires  of  freedom  kindle  in 
the  breasts  of  this  nation  ?  so  that  they  shall  respond  with  a  long  and  loud 
^  Amen,  to  the  call  of  our  poet,  “  0,  fling  it  to  the  wind  ! — the  parchiTient 
wall  that  bars  us  from  the  least  of  human  kind.”  Sadly  recreant  to  (jod 
must  a  human  spirit  become,  ere  it  loses  sight  of  the  glorious  and  ennobling 
?  truth,  that  “Man  is  more  than  Constitutions,”  and  that  the  “  traitor  to 
Humanity  is  the  traitor  most  accurst.”  The  call  to  come  up  to  the  help  of 
the  slave,  against  his  oppressor,  in  the  might  and  majesty  of  moral  power, 
has  gone  abroad  to  this  people,  and  happy  are  they  who  have  risen  up  at 
the  sound,  and  betaken  themselves  to  the  work. 

Look  on  who  will  in  apathy,  and  stifle,  they  who  can, 

The  sympathies,  the  hopes,  the  words,  that  make  man  truly  man  ; 

Let  those  whose  hearts  are  dungeoned  up  with  interest  or  with  ease. 
Consent  to  hear  with  quiet  pulse  of  loathsome  deeds  like  these: 

I  first  drew  in  New  England’s  air,  and  from  her  hardy  breast 
.  Sucked  in  the  tyrant-hating  milk  that  will  not  let  me  rest; 

^  And,  if  my  words  seem  treason  to  the  dullard  and  the  tame, 

’Tis  but  my  Bay-State  dialect — our  fathers  spake  the  same  ! 

;  Shame  on  the  costly  mockery  of  piling  stone  on  stone 
'  To  those  who  won  our  liberty,  the  heroes  dead  and  gone, 

While  we  look  coldly  on,  and  see  law-shielded  ruffians  slay 
The  men  who  fain  would  win  tjieir  own,  the  heroes  of  to-day  ! 

t 

'  Are  we  pledged  to  craven  silence?  0,  fling  it  to  the  wind, 

The  parchment  wall  that  bars  us  from  the  least  of  human-kind — 

I  That  makes  us  cringe,  and  temporize,  and  dumbly  stand  at  rest, 
i _ WhilA  hnrninp-  fiond  of  words  is  red-hot  in  the  breast? _ 


Though  we  break  oiir  father’s  promise,  we  have  nobler  duties  first; 
The  traitor  to  Humanity  is  the  traitor  most  accurst ; 

Man  is  more  than  Constitutions;  better  rot  beneath  the  sod, 

Than  be  true  to  Church  and  State  while  we  are  doubly  false  to  God? 

We  owe  allegiance  to  the  State,  but  deeper,  truer,  more. 

To  the  sympathies  that  God  hath  set  within  our  spirits’s  core, 

Onr  country  claims  our  fealty;  we  grant  it  so,  but  then 
Before  Man  made  us  citizens,  great  Nature  made  us  men. 

He’s  true  to  God  who’s  true  to  man ;  wherever  wrong  is  done 
To  the  humblest  and  the  weakest,  ’neath  the  all-beholding  Sun, 

That  wrong  is  also  done  to  us,  and  they  are  slaves  most  base, 

Whose  love  of  Right  is  for  themselves,  and  not  for  all  their  race. 

God  works  for  all:  Ye  cannot  hem  the  hope  of  being  free 
With  parallels  of  latitude,  with  mountain  range  or  sea. 

Put  golden  padlocks  on  Ikuth’s  lips,  be  callous  as  ye  will, 

From  soul  to  soul,  o’er  all  the  world,  leaps  one  electric  thrill. 

Chain  down  your  slaves  with  ignorance,  ye  cannot  keep  apart. 

With  all  your  craft  of  tyranny,  the  human  heart  from  heart. 

When  first  the  Pilgrims  landed  on  the  Bay-State’s  iron  shore, 

The  word  went  forth  that  Slavery  should  one  day  be  no  more. 

Out  from  the  land  of  bondage  ’tis  decreed  our  slaves  shall  go. 

And  signs  to  us  are  offered,  as  erst  to  Pharaoh. 

If  we  are  blind,  their  exodus,  like  Israel’s  of  yore, 

Through  a  Red  sea  is  doomed  to  be,  whose  surges  are  of  gore. 

’Tis  ours  to  save  our  brethren,  with  peace  and  love  to  win 
Their  darkened  hearts  from  error,  ere  they  harden  it  to  sin ; 

But,  if  man  before  his  duty  with  a  listless  spirit  stands. 

Ere  long  the  Great  Avenger  takes  the  work  from  out  his  hands. 


ANTI-SLAVERY  FAIR. — The  Philadelphia  Female  Antl-Slaver3'  Society  will  hold  its  annual 
Fair  at  the  Assembly  Buildings,  corner  of  Tenth  and  Chestnut  sts.,  on  the  18th,  19th  and  20ihof 
December,  1845.  It  will  be  opened  on  the  evening  of  Thursday,  the  18th.  The  public  are  respect¬ 
fully  and  earnestly  invited  to  patronize  it.  The  collection  of  articles  offered  for  sale,  will  be  unusu¬ 
ally  beautiful  and  attractive,  and  will  he  sold  at  reasonable  prices.  Among  them  will  be  a  splen¬ 
did  assortment  of  French  porcelain,  imported  for  the  occasion.  We  ask  of  those  who,  at  this  happy 
season,  are  surrounded  with  domestic  and  social  enjoyment,  who  rise  in  the  morning,  rich  in  the 
conscious  possession  of  unutterable  blessings,  and  lie  down  to  repose  at  night,  undisturbed  by  a 
fear  that  the  kidnapper’s  ruthless  hand  may  seize  their  cradle-treasure,  who  start  not  from  their 
slumbers,  at  every  sound,  in  terror  lest  their  homes  are  about  to  be  invaded  by  the  spoiler,  and  dese¬ 
crated  forever, — we  ask  of  such  that  when  they  go  forth  to  purchase  the  beautiful  tokens  of  affection 
and  friendship  which  they  will  distribute  on  the  approaching  Christmas  festival,  they  will  remem¬ 
ber  the  homeless,  childless,  weeping  slave,  and  by  an  expenditure  of  the  same  amount  of  money, 
at  our  Fair,  which  they  would  otherwise  spend  elsewhere,  do  something  toward  breaking  the  fet¬ 
ters  which  cruelly  bind  two  and  a  half  millions  of  their  fellow  countrymen. 

iCT^^Ten  Thousand  copies  of  this  tractare  published  gratis,  and  can  be  had  of  E.  M.  Davis,  or 
at  the  Anti-Slavery  Office,  31  North  Fifth  street,  where  also  can  be  had  all  sorts  of  anti-slavery 
publications  and  newspapers. 

O^^Foryour  own  sake  take  some  anti-slavery  journal.  The  Freeman,  (semi-monthly)  the  or¬ 
gan  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Society,  edited  by  Mary  Grew,  C.  C.  Burleigh,  and  J.  M.  M’Kim, 
js  $i  per  year,  payable  in  advance.  The  Standard,  the  organ  of  the  National  Society,  edited  by 
S.  H.  Gay,  M.  W .  Chapman  and  Edmund  Quincy,  $2  per  year,  published  weekly.  No  one  having 
any  interest  for  the  rights  of  man  should  be  without  them. 

_ tCl^D.QJlOt  fors^^t  to.sistnthe.  Anti-Texn.R  Pp.titinn.  _ _ _ _ 


